
 

 

Transportation Guide: 
Information on transportation options in the Palo Alto/Stanford area 

 
To/From local airports: 

We suggest using public transit for traveling from SFO, SJC or OAK airports to get to the Palo 
Alto/Stanford area and back. Additionally, all airports are served by local taxi companies as well 
as app-based ridesharing services (Uber, Lyft). More information about taxi and ridesharing 
services can be found below. There are also Rental Car Centers in all three airports. 

SFO airport is served by Millbrae Caltrain Station, which can be reached by taking Bay Area 
Rapid Transit, or BART, from the San Francisco International Airport Station (located just 
outside the airport’s International Terminal). Caltrain provides rail service to Palo Alto at least 
once an hour from early morning until about 10 pm. Alternatively, there are also SamTrans 
buses that take you from SFO (Terminal G) to Burlingame Caltrain Station (line 292) or to Palo 
Alto Transit Center (line 397, operates only at night). Tickets for BART, Caltrain and Samtrans 
can be bought at stations. More info about these options can be found on SFO’s website. 

SJC airport is served by Santa Clara Caltrain Station that can be reached by taking a free 
shuttle line 10 from SJC (the bus stops at both terminals). Tickets for Caltrain can be bought at 
the Santa Clara Station. More info about public transit options for SJC can be found on SJC’s 
website. 

OAK airport is served by the Oakland International Airport BART station (Terminal 1). The 
quickest way to reach Palo Alto is to take Bay Area Rapid Transit, or BART, from OAK to Union 
City Station (through Coliseum Station) and switch to the Dumbarton Express Westbound. More 
info about BART’s service at OAK can be found on OAK’s website. More info about the 
Dumbarton Express can be found on its website. Tickets for both can be bought at stations. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.flysfo.com/to-from/public-transit
http://www.flysanjose.com/public-transit
http://www.flysanjose.com/public-transit
http://www.oaklandairport.com/ground-transportation/bart-%20public-transportation
https://dumbartonexpress.com/


To/From Conference Location (CERAS Building, Stanford University campus): 

Conference Location: 

Stanford University 
CERAS Building  

(Center for Education Research at Stanford)  
520 Galvez Mall* 

Stanford, California 94305 

*If you are using a GPS or Google Maps, it is better to enter “520 Galvez STREET” as the address to be 
navigated to the correct building. Entering “Center for Education Research at Stanford” will also direct 

you to the correct building. CERAS is between Sweet Hall and the Law School. 

 

 
(Exterior shot of the CERAS building) 

Getting to CERAS: https://ed.stanford.edu/about/maps-directions 

Searchable Stanford campus map: https://campus-map.stanford.edu/ 

Printable Stanford campus map: https://stanford.app.box.com/v/Visitor-Map 

 

SCANCOR Day-of Contact:  
Maude Engström:  +1-(650)-725-2105 or maudee@stanford.edu  

https://ed.stanford.edu/about/maps-directions
https://campus-map.stanford.edu/
https://stanford.app.box.com/v/Visitor-Map
mailto:maudee@stanford.edu


Taxi  
 
Call a taxi for pickup/drop-off, or book a service in advance via phone or online: 

Yellow Cab: +1-(800) 595-1222 or +1- (650) 321-1234  

Yellow Checker Cab: +1-(408)-777-7777 or +1-(650)-999-9999 (also offers handicapped-
accessible taxis, through GoToMo: https://yellowcheckercab.com/wheelchair-accessible-taxi/) 

SuperShuttle (airport shuttle): +1-(800)-258-3826, https://www.supershuttle.com/ 

Blue Shuttle (airport shuttle): +1-(650)-642-1307, http://www.blueshuttle.com/reservation 

 

Uber/Lyft 
 
Ridesharing services are very commonly used in the Palo Alto/Stanford area (and also to/from 
the airport). Uber and Lyft are both different ride-hailing smartphone apps that connect riders 
with drivers (much like hailing a taxi from your phone.) Download the app in advance and enter 
your payment information to book rides instantly from your phone. A ride from the downtown 
Palo Alto area to/from the CERAS building takes about 10 minutes. 

How to use Uber: https://www.ridester.com/how-to-use-uber/ ;  

How to use Lyft: https://www.wikihow.com/Use-Lyft ;  

Estimate Fares for Uber: https://www.uber.com/fare-estimate/ 

Estimate Fares for Lyft: https://www.lyft.com/fare-estimate 

Uber vs. Lyft: https://www.ridester.com/uber-vs-lyft/ 

 

Free Stanford “Marguerite” Shuttle - Weekend Shopping Express (for those staying in 
downtown Palo Alto) 

Stanford’s free shuttle on campus called the “Marguerite”. Only one line operates on the 
weekends and it is called the Stanford Shopping Express. This line operates every 50 to 60 
minutes from 9:35 a.m. to 11:08 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Thus, while it may not be an 
option for traveling to the conference in the mornings, it is possible to return to downtown Palo 
Alto on Saturday evening after dinner and on Sunday afternoon.  

The stop nearest to the CERAS building is Wilbur Field Garage stop (at Campus Drive). It takes 
about 30 minutes from this stop to the Palo Alto Transit Center (CalTrain station) downtown, 
which is within walking distance to most downtown hotels. 

Stanford Shopping Express Schedule: https://transportation.stanford.edu/marguerite/se 

https://yellowcheckercab.com/wheelchair-accessible-taxi/
https://www.supershuttle.com/
http://www.blueshuttle.com/reservation
https://www.uber.com/
https://www.lyft.com/
https://www.ridester.com/how-to-use-uber/
https://www.wikihow.com/Use-Lyft
https://www.uber.com/fare-estimate/
https://www.lyft.com/fare-estimate
https://www.ridester.com/uber-vs-lyft/
https://transportation.stanford.edu/marguerite/se


Stanford Shopping Express Route 
Map: https://transportation.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/2017-06/se-map_6.26.2017.pdf 

Live map with estimated time of arrival for shuttles: http://supublic.etaspot.net/ 

 

Stanford Guest House Shuttle (for those staying at Stanford Guest House) 

The Stanford Guest House shuttle provides daily door-to-door transportation throughout 
Stanford University and Stanford Medicine. The shuttle is typically available during weekdays 
between 6:00am and 11:00pm and on weekends between 7:00am and 10:00pm, subject to 
driver availability. This is the best way to travel to and from the Guest House, as it is in the 
opposite direction of downtown Palo Alto. 

NOTE: Due to the demand for this service, advanced reservations are highly recommended. 
Shuttles are limited to five (5) passengers per ride. Reservations can be made by calling: +1- 
(650) 926-2800 or emailing: guesthouse@stanford.edu.  

Stanford Guest House Shuttle: https://rde.stanford.edu/hospitality/stanford-guest-
house/transportation 

 

Walk/Bike 

Walking and biking are among the most highly recommended options for traveling to and from 
the Stanford campus. A walk to/from downtown Palo Alto and the CERAS building takes about 
30-40 minutes and biking takes about 10-15 minutes.  

Bicycles are available for rental on a daily basis at the campus bike 
shop: https://www.campusbikeshop.com/articles/rental-rates-pg275.htm 

 

Parking 
 
While we do not recommend driving, visitors on the Stanford campus can park in spaces and 
lots designated with a green “P” or “E” sign. The closest garage to the CERAS building is: 

Wilbur Field Garage 
560 Wilbur Way 
Stanford, CA 94305 

Visitor parking is usually purchased hourly via parking meters on the first floor of the garage (the 
visitor parking level). However, parking is only enforced Monday–Friday, 6am–4pm. You are 
free to park in this garage after enforcement hours, so parking will be free on Saturday and 
Sunday (depending on availability). 

https://transportation.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/2017-06/se-map_6.26.2017.pdf
http://supublic.etaspot.net/
mailto:guesthouse@stanford.edu
https://rde.stanford.edu/hospitality/stanford-guest-house/transportation
https://rde.stanford.edu/hospitality/stanford-guest-house/transportation
https://www.campusbikeshop.com/articles/rental-rates-pg275.htm


To walk from the Wilbur Field Garage to the CERAS building - at the opposite end of the garage 
from the entrance ramp, there are stairs and an elevator to ground level. When you are at 
ground level, a large grassy field should be behind you, and the large Munger Housing buildings 
will be in front of you. Keeping the Munger Housing to your left, walk along Bowdoin for one 
block, on the sidewalk next to Stern Hall. When this sidewalk ends at the corner of Galvez Mall, 
CERAS will be directly to your right. 

 

CONSTRUCTION  

Due to the many large and ongoing construction projects on the Stanford campus, even those 
familiar with campus may find things harder to locate. We highly encourage you to plan your 
route in advance and allow yourself a bit of extra time. Stanford provides an interactive online 
map with updates on current construction projects 
here: https://web.stanford.edu/group/lbre_apps_forms/Construction/Interactive_Map/ 

List of current construction projects: http://maps.stanford.edu/construction/ 

 

 

Other Useful Information: 

 

Stanford University Visitor Information: 
 http://visit.stanford.edu/ 

Stanford Campus Information for Tourists and 
Visitors: http://visit.stanford.edu/plan/guides/visit.html 

Stanford Bookstore:  
https://www.bkstr.com/stanfordstore/home 
https://www.bkstr.com/stanfordstore/store-info-contact-us 

Stanford Shopping Center:  
https://www.simon.com/mall/stanford-shopping-center 
https://www.simon.com/mall/stanford-shopping-center/hours 

Palo Alto Visitor Information:  
https://www.destinationpaloalto.com/ 

Palo Alto Restaurants:  
https://www.destinationpaloalto.com/eating-and-nightlife 

https://web.stanford.edu/group/lbre_apps_forms/Construction/Interactive_Map/
http://maps.stanford.edu/construction/
http://visit.stanford.edu/
http://visit.stanford.edu/plan/guides/visit.html
https://www.bkstr.com/stanfordstore/home
https://www.bkstr.com/stanfordstore/store-info-contact-us
https://www.simon.com/mall/stanford-shopping-center
https://www.simon.com/mall/stanford-shopping-center/hours
https://www.destinationpaloalto.com/
https://www.destinationpaloalto.com/eating-and-nightlife
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